
CORNERSTONE 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
20 Young Road 

Kanata, Ontario 
K2L 1W1 

613-836-1001 

www.stpaulshk.org 

 

J
a
n

u
a
ry

, 
2
0
1
8

 

Inside this issue: 

 Messages from Fr. John and 

Rev. Kerri 

 Welcome, Rev. Ryan Boivin 

 Upcoming events 

 CLAY youth retreat 

 God Squad news 

 Iris Ministry update 

...and more! 

 

 

 

February edition deadline:  
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 

Please send submissions to: 

cornerstone@stpaulshk.org 

“A growing community called to know Jesus Christ  

and make him known in the world by our presence.” 

Sunday Services 

8:00 a.m. — Holy Communion Said service 
 

9:15 a.m. — Traditional/Choral Holy Communion.  Kids are 

invited to join the God Squad for children’s worship, crafts and 

games.  Nursery care also available. 
 

11:00 a.m. — Praise Music Holy Communion. Kids are invited 

to join the God Squad for children’s worship, crafts and games.  

Nursery care also available. 

 

Other Services 

10:00 a.m. Wednesday — Bible Study and Eucharist 
 

2:00 p.m. Thursday — “Seniors’ Afternoon Out” Service and 

Social  
 

7:00 p.m. every other Friday — St. Paul’s Youth (SPY) Group 
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As we come to the beginning 

of the New Year, I am 

pleased to know that we be-

gin the New Year with many 

signs of hope and optimism.  

For the past year or more we have been working 

shorthanded in our Team Ministry.  Many of the pri-

orities of our parish have been put on hold as we 

waited to see who God would send to round out our 

team requirements.  I have relied heavily on Sally, 

Charlie and specifically on Bill to take up the slack.  

We are blessed to have such capable and willing re-

tired clergy to help with the large load.  Although 

Charlie is no longer on the Team, he and Wendy are 

continuing to call St. Paul’s their home. 

In addition, the work of the office with Lorna and 

Carol has been increased and they have done a terri-

fic job in caring for the three parishes and their 

needs.  To all the parish, I thank you for your pa-

tience and promise that the next year will be filled 

with new initiatives and ideas. 

We are looking forward to having Ryan, who brings 

tremendous gifts to the Team, to bring new ideas and 

directions for the parishes that we serve.  I believe 

that we are ready to face the challenges of the New 

Year with confidence and excitement.  Our hope is 

that you and your family will be blessed in 2018. 

Come and join us in our worship and our discussions 

so that together we can listen to the voice of God and 

continue to serve Him who has blessed us. 

I remind you that Vestry will be held on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 11, 2018, at 12:30 p,m, in the Church.   

I also encourage you to fill out the Spiritual Gift In-

ventory that is found on the church website. 

Peace, 

A message from Father John 
A blessed beginning to a New Year 

From the desk of Rev. Kerri 
On being made new 

We are in that tricky space be-

tween Epiphany and Lent, when 

it could be easy to lose focus on 

the beauty and amazement that is 

the incarnation. The Sundays following Epiphany 

ought to continually draw us back to what is revealed 

in God becoming human.  It means God intentionally 

entered into our world; no longer content just to 

be with us, He is now one of us.  And the moment we 

realize that has happened, we are no longer the same.  

The image of who we are, and who we are in relation 

to God, changes.  And we will never again be what or 

who we were.  Like the calendar changing from 2017 

to 2018, we are made new.   

I’m aware that I’ve been “with” St Paul’s for a little 

over a year now.  My joining this team with St Paul’s, 

Christ Church, and now St John the Baptist was cer-

tainly intentional — I said yes to an invitation.  And I 

started to work “with” the clergy team and with the 

parish.  However, something started to happen over 

the course of the last year.  Slowly, I no longer was 

simply “with” St Paul’s, I’ve started to become one of 

you.  Not only hearing pieces of your stories, but start-

ing to be part of those stories – celebrating with you, 

grieving alongside you, welcoming…  And this process 

of becoming means we, as a congregation, are also be-

ing made new again. 

With Christmas and Epiphany, our humanity changes.  

Our congregation continues to be made new also.  I’m 

excited to witness who we will become and how we 

will be changed by Ryan (The Rev. Ryan Boivin), his 

wife Kara and their son, Theodore, not just being with 

us, but becoming one of us.  I am without a doubt 

that, like the Epiphany, it too will be profound for us.  

Rev. Kerri 
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Bishop John Chapman has appointed the Rev. Ryan 
Boivin as the Ministry Team Member for Richmond.  
Ryan’s first Sunday will be January 14, 2018.  This is 
great news for St. John the Baptist and all the mem-
bers of the Carleton West Ministry Group.   

 
Ryan was born and raised in 

Windsor and moved to Ot-

tawa in 2011 with his wife Kara 

so that she could start her doc-

toral studies at Carleton Uni-

versity. Before leaving Win-

dsor, Ryan completed his un-

dergraduate studies at the Uni-

versity of Windsor in 2007, 

receiving Bachelor degrees in Mathematics and Edu-

cation. Ryan completed his Master of Divinity at 

Saint Paul University in Ottawa in the spring of 2016 

and was subsequently appointed assistant curate at 

Christ Church Bells Corners. Ryan completed three 

internships during the course of his studies as a pos-

tulant in the Diocese: two part time placements dur-

ing the school years—first at St. John the Evangelist, 

and second, at St. Albans; the third, for the Diocesan 

Summer Internship Program, Ryan spent three 

months with the Parish of Fitzroy Harbour. 

As a cradle Anglican, Ryan’s early formation was fo-

cused at his home parish of St. David’s Anglican 

Church (now The Church of St. David and St. Mark) 

in Windsor, where he spent over ten years as altar 

server, before serving as a Sunday School Teacher 

and on Parish Council. Ryan continued volunteering 

as a Youth Leader at Our Lady of Guadalupe Roman 

Catholic Church where he ran a weekly sports night 

and helped organize larger youth initiatives with the 

parish. 

Ryan also has a culinary skills (chef) certificate from 

St. Clair College, and when he has free time he can 

be found in his home office—the kitchen. Living a 

stones-throw away from Detroit for almost all of his 

life has meant that Ryan is a die-hard Detroit Lions 

and Detroit Tigers fan. He enjoys reading fiction, 

golfing, and curling in his spare time. Ryan and Kara 

have a dog, Neville, and they are the proud parents of 

Theo, born in December, 2016. 

Christ Church events 

SPY group 
If you are between the ages of 9-14, like hanging out 

with friends, playing games, serving the community 

and connecting with God, then we have a group for 

you!   The St. Paul’s Youth (SPY) group meets every 

other Friday evening at the church from 7 to 9 p.m. 

 

Our next meeting:  January 19   
 

Contact Zdena Harder at  spy@stpaulshk.org for 

more info. 

For a full list of upcoming events, please visit the 

Christ Church (CCA) website:  https://

www.ccashton.org/events 

“The Seed,” Christ Church’s newsletter, can be found 

here:  https://www.ccashton.org/newsletter 

JANUARY  

Friday, Jan 12:  Robbie Burns Supper 

Sunday, Jan 14:  Intergenerational Service, Fr. Ryan 

joins the Ministry Team, Memorial Prayers, and begin-

ning of Ottawa Week of Prayer — City on our Knees 

(http://www.prayottawa.ca/) 

Friday, Jan 19:  SPY Group 

Saturday, Jan 20:  Men’s Breakfast at 8 a.m. and La-

dies’ Brunch at 10 a.m. 

Saturday, Jan 27:  SchoolBOX information session at 

10:30 a.m. (Trip dates: August 16-25, 2018) 

Sunday, Jan 28:  Vestry reports due to the church of-

fice, and Cursillo Welcome Back Service at Christ 

Church Bells Corners at 3 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 

 

Sunday, Feb 4:  Baptism at 11 a.m. 

Sunday, Feb 11:   VESTRY, 12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb 14:   Ash Wednesday 10 a.m. Bible 

Study, 12:00 noon and 7 p.m. Imposition of Ashes 

Upcoming events 

Rev. Ryan Boivin 
Ministry Team Member 

mailto:spy@stpaulshk.org
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CLAY is an incredible gathering of Anglican and Lu-

theran youth (aged 14 to 19) from across Canada. 

The Gathering takes place every two years at different 

locations across Canada.  

Our Gathering in 2018 will take place in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario, from August 15-19! 

At CLAY we’ll encounter scripture in meaningful 

ways, experience ancient and modern ways of wor-

ship, learn together in special interest forums, enjoy 

fantastic social events, explore Charlottetown, make 

connections with youth from all over Canada and 

celebrate our life together. 

This is a youth-centered program that empowers 

youth and develops leadership.  Not only will we 

have an extraordinary time at CLAY, we will share 

what we experienced and learned with others in our 

home communities. 

At the very heart of it, we are children of God, and 

we want to affirm and respond to God’s grace and 

faithfulness in ways that are intentional, practical and 

meaningful. 

Date: August 15-19, 2018 

Location: Lakehead University , Thunder Bay, ON 

Regular Registration Fee 

Home Teams who complete the entire registration 

process between January 15 and April 30, 2018 will 

pay a registration fee of $595 per participant. 

What’s included in your registration fee? 

 Programming – all of the activities that take place 

during CLAY 

 Accommodations in LakeheadU residence from 

Wednesday, August 15 to Sunday, August 19 

 Meals – three meals per day from dinner on 

Wednesday through lunch on Sunday 

 “Threads” threads – aka: CLAY t-shirt 

 Transportation to all scheduled activities during 

the gathering, if necessary 
 

For more information, please visit the website: 

http://claygathering.ca/ 

 

CLAY 2018 
Youth retreat in Thunder Bay, Aug 15-19, 2018   

Our Father, we remember your words: “to whom 

much is given, much is required.”  We thank you for 

the blessings of life that have come to us as your peo-

ple, for health and strength, for opportunities of edu-

cation, the advantages of living in this land, for em-

ployment and jobs in which we can exercise creativity, 

and the abilities you have given us.   We would ask, 

Lord, that you create in us an eager desire to present 

all of these good things that come from your hand, 

back to  you.  And we ask that by your Holy Spirit you 

will anoint us as your holy people; we ask that by your 

Holy Spirit you will let us be chosen, anointed servants 

of the Lord, Christians in the full sense of the word. 

And for this we will praise you in the name of our Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Prayer of The Rev. Terry Fullam for his parish, St. 

Paul’s, Darien, Connecticut. 1973 

Fr. Terry died in 2014  

Printed in the book ‘Miracle in Darien’, author: Bob 

Slosser. 

Prayer for 2018 
Submitted by Lorna Brule  
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St. Paul's is very blessed to have so many active 

ministries!  The Ministry Support Group is avail-

able to help you promote your activities, find vol-

unteers, transition leadership, submit budget re-

quests and Vestry reports, or provide whatever 

other kind of help you need. 

You are welcome to approach any member of 

the group directly with any concerns or ideas you 

may have, or you can contact us through the 

church office. 

God’s Blessings! 

Janet Tonks 
 
Members of the Ministry Support Group are: 

Ed Gadd, Alison Stortz, Vera Near, Ken Miller, 

Janet Tonks & Rev. Kerri 

This is a reminder about our upcoming events to 

raise money for air conditioning in the church.  

Thank you to everyone who has attended our 

events.  For more information, contact Marilyn 

Holden-Pritchard at 613-836-5308. 
 

Paint Day — Saturday, April 28 at 11 a.m. 
 

High Tea —  Saturday, May 26.  We will need 

help with set-up, take-down and serving.  More 

details will be available closer to the date.  Stay 

tuned! 

 

 

 

God Squad news 
Outreach for January and February 

If you would like to get more involved in our wonderful 

God Squad program, please speak to Tracy Albert (613-

470-5647), or Joyce Prentice (613-592-4426).   

Ministry Support Group 

Quietude revisited 
The decision by parish council to ask those of us who wish 

a more respectful silence prior to and during the service to 

use the chapel indicates that a thoughtful solution has been 

sought. As one of those persons, I appreciate that. I choose 

not to sit in the chapel prior to the service as it isolates me 

from the body of the church.  I attend the 9:15 service and 

have yet to see any other person in the chapel.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Moira Green 

Spring fundraisers 
Mark your calendars 
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Iris Mission update from Africa 
City on a hill 

By Laurie-Ann Copple  

Hi! Happy New Year to all St. Paul’s folk reading this 

letter.  

 

Tony and I have now been in South Africa for two 

months. While it’s been very cold in Canada, it’s been 

hot and dry in the Western Cape – with severe water 

restrictions in Cape Town. Fortunately, Worcester’s 

water comes from a reservoir in a higher rainfall area, 

but the lack of rain is a huge concern to all the local 

farmers – our own Johan and Marie Fourie (of Iris 

Western Cape base) included.  Please keep them in 

your prayers.  

 

Tony and I have been settling into our new home in 

Worcester, Western Cape, South Africa. Many New 

Year’s Days symbolize new beginnings – in our case, 

that was our moving day into a new neighbourhood of 

Hooggelegen retirement village in the Langerug 

neighbourhood of Worcester.  It is a community on a 

hill – so I nickname it the “City on a Hill” – that Jesus 

mentions in Matthew 4:14: “You are the salt of the 

earth.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”   I was led 

to book both of our guesthouses in Worcester, as well 

as our new 2 bedroom home, which we rent for 

approx. $800 Cdn a month.  We can do a lot of min-

istry and meetings in this home (we pre-pay electricity 

as needed and needed to furnish the home simply, 

including a fridge).   

 

Our first guesthouse was up in the foothills north of 

the town, and we gained valuable knowledge from the 

hosts, Ruan and Angelique, as well as buying our car 

(a 14-year-old Mercedes) from Angelique’s aunt.  Cars 

last a long time here in South Africa, so old cars aren’t 

‘rust buckets’.  All cars are very expensive here, but 

are also an absolute necessity.  Tony is still working 

through the ownership details with the traffic depart-

ment – kind of like the local ministry of transporta-

tion/police. We are at the roadworthy test stage, 

which is something the new owner does, rather than 

the seller, with a private purchase.  

 

Our second guesthouse (which included a kitchen-

ette) was our base of operations over the Christmas 

season.  We met our hosts well before we moved in.  

We have connected with a local church that we like 

(one that is missions focused, and they have simulta-

neous translation from Afrikaans into English). We 

met a lot of outreach people where we sit in 

“translation row,” and were invited to a home group 

led by the hosts that would welcome us in central 

Worcester. This was one of the many confirmations 

about this local church.  Nik and Gisela have become 

friends and encouragers in our lives, and both are 

very knowledgeable about South African living, in-

cluding history and government. 

 

I found our rental home online, while we stayed at the 

first guesthouse.  I tried in vain to find a storefront 

place we could both minister and live in.  One of the 

other Iris Western Cape couples lives and ministers 

in a store front with an apartment – they run a bakery 

and drop in centre, while they and their children live 

in the back – but this works for Robertson, not for 

larger Worcester.  I was strongly led towards this little 

home in a gated retirement village, and thought, this is 

perfect for us, but how does it work with a ministry to 

children?  We’re still working that out.  Meanwhile, 

we have connected to quite a few ministries that work 

in several townships, as well as the local Boland hos-

pice, where we go in weekly.  Tony goes into Avian 

Park on Friday nights with a Nigerian missionary who 

works with the local children three nights a week – see 

http://bit.ly/2lZThXW.  I am to join him in time.  We 

are also involved with another Avian Park ministry 

called My Father’s House Worcester, which is con-

(Continued on page 7) 
Hooggelegen, nicknamed “City on a Hill”  
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nected with the local YWAM and headed up by our 

friend Jan Buchanan.  I am to help them establish a 

web-presence as soon as we get reliable internet (we 

are currently using a mobile hotspot with our cell-

phones and mobile data).  They also have an amazing 

couple called Marco and Rens – Marco used to be a 

gangster and now reaches out to the local gang JCYs, 

cares for teens and loves on the neighbourhood 

through street evangelism ‘Disciple the Streets’ and 

pastoral care.  We are fond of this couple and intend 

to nurture them as leaders. 

 

We are also waiting on becoming prison volunteers 

in a large prison outside of town, and have been in 

contact with the chaplain.  Our new church also does 

prison ministry there, so we may connect with what 

they have as well – particularly since we are learning 

Afrikaans and may need additional support due to 

language issues.   

 

Another ministry we’re connecting to is MasterPeace 

Academy, led by an American missionary Mella 

Davis.  This is a private school for gifted township 

children (by scholarship basis).  Tony will teach sci-

ence daily (with a curriculum) and music once a 

week.  I am interested in social studies/geography, 

but have been advised by my Iris leaders that that’s 

not a good fit for me at the moment, but that I should 

stick with art.  This school uses a curriculum called 

“Meet the Masters,” which is completely different 

from how I was taught art.  Please keep us in prayer 

as we journey through this new venture. 

 

Mella also runs a drop-in the Chip Ross Centre for 

children/teens, in another neighbourhood called 

Riverview.  This runs on Wednesdays and we may be 

involved.  

 

The ministry that I feel the strongest pull towards 

(other than to help our Iris Western Cape family with 

children, admin and website work), is called Kibbutz 

El-Shammah.  It is like an oasis in the Roodewal 

township.  It was founded in 1993, but has roots that 

began in the 1980s with local Christian social worker 

Erena Van De Venter.  Erena is like a South African 

Jackie Pullinger, working with gang members, reha-

bilitating drug addicts and micro-enterprise in the 

township.  We visited the crèche, environmental pro-

gramme, sewing centre and the screen printing shop, 

Boa Boa.  I am considering helping with the screen 

printing shop with spreadsheets, and possibly more.  

They also run a programme for the young men called 

Change Makers. Tony and I met them as they were 

deepening their faith and learning how to be strong, 

compassionate men of integrity.  

 

The second time we were in the Kibbutz, I was in-

spired by the place and had a prophetic art impres-

sion of the ministry as an oasis in the desert (the re-

gion is semi-desert and we are in drought).  The Fa-

ther was impacting the oasis with his deep love, and 

streams of living water were flowing out of the oasis 

into the surrounding township.  Children were play-

ing in the water and being revived. So I drew what I 

saw and gave the drawing to Erena. She was greatly 

encouraged, and showed me the logo of the ministry 

– it had a very similar theme!  I had no idea!  I in-

clude the drawing, so you can see it for yourselves.  I 

plan to do similar drawings with the other ministries 

as God leads.  

 

There are more ministries we are learning about – 

there are three others that we’re finding in our little 

retirement community – one couple we have met, the 

others we are still to meet.  We feel like we are con-

necting all the nets of the town together to catch those 

who would normally fall through the nets.  Tony has 

set up a web page which lists ministries as we encoun-

ter them – see http://bit.ly/2lf2Wug. We are finding 

our own expectations are different from what is un-

folding – part of this is sometimes what God brings 

you to is different from what you imagine. The other 

part is that we need to be careful to be pulled this way 

and that by current needs only.  We need to do what 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Tony and Laurie-Ann Copple with Change Maker group. 
Roodewal, January 2018 
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God has sent us to do.  Please keep us in prayer that 

we will always stay on the right path.  

 

So what we’ve been learning is humility, teachability, 

being open to constant surprises from God, and to 

keep our hearts full of love.  We can only do that by 

spending lots of time with Him – for He gives us the 

compassion, direction, and endless grace that we’ve 

been experiencing.  We’ve also been learning Afri-

kaans from an amazing disabled couple – Andre is 

blind (from birth) and deaf (since  16). He has intri-

cate hearing equipment, so he can hear us.  His wife 

Janey is a trained teacher, and she is deaf without her 

hearing aids.  Together, they help us navigate Afri-

kaans vocabulary that we need, and we are beginning 

to learn sentences (prayer help, please!).  Preposi-

tions are a challenge to remember and sentence 

structure is definitely not like English, or even 

French.  But we will learn. 

 

Of note is how we spent Christmas.  It was very dif-

ferent having Christmas in the summer, with its low-

key “festive” emphasis. Instead of turkey, mashed 

potatoes, and all the trimmings, we had home-made 

cold meats of tongue, corned beef and ham, salads, 

and trifle.  South Africans often spend Christmas 

season on the beach and at the braai (barbeque).  

We travelled to Cape Town for their Christmas 

“Spectacular” – a wonderful Christmas theatre pres-

entation. Christmas Eve brought us low-key acoustic 

Christmas carols and a guest preacher in our regular 

church.  For the evening, we travelled to Robertson 

(not far from the Iris base) to worship in a train, 

called The Gospel Express.  The church’s priest is 

Lionel, an 87-year old Anglican, who is an amazing 

story-teller and gives the gospel in every message.  To 

my surprise and delight, the liturgy was so similar to 

our own, that sometimes I strayed from the book.  

When I did, I was caught by a slightly different re-

sponse – but it was okay.  We had missed liturgy and 

the eucharist, so this was a wonderful treat for us.  

We plan to visit again as we can.  

 

You are welcome to drop me an email at 

kootenaysprayer@gmail.com or our ministry email 

Laurie-ann@coppleswesterncape.ca. Our website is 

coppleswesterncape.ca and we are on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram.  

 

Isaiah 43:19 “Look, I am about to do something 

new, even now it is coming, do you not see it? In-

deed, I will make a way in the wilderness, rivers in 

the desert.”   If you feel called to partner with us in 

our work, either financially or prayer-wise, please 

send us an email and we’ll tell you how you can do 

that.  You can even receive our prayer email updates.  

 

 

Blessings to you all,   

Laurie-Ann Copple 
 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

Kibbutz El-Shammah — Living Water Oasis.  Dec 2017 drawing by Laurie-Ann Copple 
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While the entire Bible stresses certainty and assur-

ance, there's one section of Scripture that stakes out 

this theme as its central focus — the letter of 1 John. 

As we carefully read through 1 John, we notice a five-

fold argument for the assurance of salvation — five of 

the birthmarks of the Christian. The following is 
adapted from an article by Dr. David Jeremiah, "5 
Birthmarks of the Christian: How to be Certain of 
Your Salvation." 

1. The Birthmark of Confession  The first is the birth-

mark of confession, described in 1 John 5:1: 

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of 

God.”  The Bible teaches that we are sinners, sepa-

rated from God by a sinful nature. We can never 

earn, buy, or climb our way into heaven. By our own 

efforts or goodness, we can never be saved. That’s 

why God became a man who lived a wholly righteous 

life, died on the cross, shed His blood for us, and 

rose from the dead. He paid our penalty, took our 

judgment upon Himself, and He offers us the oppor-

tunity to be born again. 

How can you tell?  Before you can have assurance of 

salvation, you have to believe and be saved. You have 

to confess Jesus Christ as Lord. Some people assume 

they are saved because they grew up in a Christian 

culture, or they have gone to church all their lives, or 

they have been baptized, or they have tried to live a 

good life. Yet they’ve never distinctly and personally 

confessed Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. 

2. The Birthmark of Change  If the first birthmark is 

our confession of Christ as our Savior and Lord, the 

second is a changed life, as we see in 1 John 2:29: 

“Everyone who practices righteousness is born of 

Him.” When Jesus truly saves us, it makes a differ-

ence in how we think, act, speak, and conduct our-

selves. The Bible says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 

things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

How can you tell?  As we begin learning to practice 

righteousness, our habits change. We will not be 

sinlessly perfect while we’re on this planet; but if we’re 

Christians, we need to behave like Christians. If we 

say we’re saved but nothing has changed about us, 

something is wrong. We are not saved by good works, 

but we are saved for good works, and the Gospel is a 

transforming agent in our lives. 

3. The Birthmark of Compassion  Those who are 

truly saved also bear the birthmark of compassion. 

How can you know that you are a Christian? By what 

you believe, by how you live, and by whom you love. 

Love is a recurring theme in 1 John, and the apostle 

leaves no doubt about how it permeates the lives of 

true Christians. “Beloved,” he wrote, “let us love one 

another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. . . . We know that we 

have passed from death to life, because we love the 

brethren” (1 John 4:7; 3:14). 

How can you tell?  Do you love your brothers and 

sisters in the family of God? Those who are truly 

saved are those who enjoy and bless the household of 

faith, the family of God. 

4. The Birthmark of Conflict  A fourth sign of being 

truly saved is conflict. According to 1 John 5:4, 

“Whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And 

this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 

faith.” The word overcome implies a struggle. We’re 

faced with an adversary whom we must overcome. 

Our adversary is identified in 1 John 2:14 as the 

wicked one: “I have written to you, young men, be-

cause you are strong, and the word of God abides in 

you, and you have overcome the wicked one.” John 

went on in the next verses to say: “Do not love the 

world or the things in the world. . . . For all that is in 

the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the 

world” (1 John 2:15-17). 

How can you tell?  When you’re genuinely born of 

God, you’ll be growing to be an overcomer as you 

deal with the temptations around you—the world, the 

flesh, and the devil. You may not be victorious over 

every temptation every time, but you’ll make progress 

in gaining more victories and losing less battles as you 

grow stronger in Christ and in the power of the abid-

ing Word of God. 

5. The Birthmark of Conduct  That leads to the final 

point I want to make: We can see evidence for the 

validity of salvation in our desire to conduct ourselves 

in a way that pleases God. According to 1 John 3:9, 

“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for 
(Continued on page 11) 
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His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he 

has been born of God.” 

How can you tell?  If we’re not careful, we might inter-

pret this verse to teach that anyone who is born of God 

never sins. That would conflict with other passages in 

the Bible that describe us as fallible and often failing. 

In 1 John 3:9, the word for sin is a present active infini-

tive and it describes a continuous action. John is not 

saying that whoever sins once is not born of God. That 

would disqualify all of us. It would certainly disqualify 

me. But John is saying, in effect, “Whoever keeps on 

willfully sinning, violating God’s law with stubborn disre-

gard and ongoing wickedness, cannot have assurance of 

salvation.”  If we are truly saved, we will grieve over our 

sins, confess them, and seek God’s grace to do better. 

His grace is inexhaustible and His salvation is irreversi-

ble. Make sure you have confessed Jesus as your Lord 

and Savior, and then trust Him with your eternal future. 

He will never leave you or forsake you. His Word was 

given that you might know Jesus Christ as your Savior 

and that you might know that you have eternal life. 

You can have assurance of salvation today. 

 

(Continued from page 10) 
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