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8:00 a.m. — Holy Communion Said service

9:15 a.m. — Traditional/Choral Holy Communion. Kids are
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Social
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February marks a new cycle as
we begin the journey towards
Vestry. If we are not careful
we could make the mistake
that St. Paul’s 1s about the bottom line and our ability
to meet our financial responsibilities. At this time of
year we look at our balance sheets and wonder 1if we
are I better position than last year. We begin to
think about of obligations for 2015 and begin to make
projections and targets. I think it 1s important to re-
mind ourselves that all of these endeavours are impor-
tant but they are not the central emphasis of our life.

Our community 1s called by God to fulfil His work
this place. How we make decisions, where we put our
resources of time and money must reflect His will. 1
ask each member to pray for our common ministry
and come to vestry and voice your thoughts and
hopes. Together we can continue the Good work
done by those who call this parish home.

- I write this having just had
~ Rev. Dr. Barbara Robinson
h preach and teach at St
Paul’s. It was a reminder of
how we are part of an amaz-
g family of faith. A reminder of our need to hear
God’s word proclaimed and taught.

The good Rev. Dr. reminded me once again of our
need to: “Always be prepared to give an answer to eve-
ryone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect.” (1 Peter 3:15)

How does one prepare for this? Being grounded in
God’s word and ready for the work of the Holy
Spirit. It is hard to believe we are in our tenth week of
the E100. It has been a wonderful reminder to me at
how God speaks to all imes and places, and nto the
lives of individuals as unique, and normal ©, as you
and 1.

i A message from Father John
B Reports, audits and financial statements

I thank each person who has kept us in your prayers.
I am always amazed at the level of support shown to
the ministry and mission of our parish. I am thankful
for your gifts of time and money you have entrusted to
our care. I know the wardens and treasurer are always
willing to answer questions and respond to inquiries.

Thank you to everyone who submitted reports and
financial documents. Please take the time to read
over all the reports and make sure to ask any ques-
tions. Then take some time in prayer and ask God if
there 1s anything more that we can be doing. Help us
to look at where our priority for the future should be.

Please come to Vestry and share your thoughts.

Peace, Love and Laughter,
Fa

From the desk of Father Craig
‘ Journeying through Lent

We are looking forward to a great journey m E100
through Lent. We will have our Education Nights, as
well as our Wednesday Monk’s Lunches. Maureen
and Elizabeth are lining up the speakers, and we will

be blessed.

We have intentionally tried to follow our Lenten call,
“to observe a holy Lent by self-examination, penitence,
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, and by reading and
meditating on the word of God” (emphasis added by

me).

I have been once again humbled at how God’s word 1s
so alive and life-giving. In our last Education night we
placed the reading and meditating on God’s word in
the context of evening prayer. It just adds a fullness as
we pray In community.

May we be guided by God’s word, whether at vestry -
“Fach of you should use whatever gift you have re-
ceived to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s

(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2) May God’s word always draw us closer to the Word
grace In its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10) - or, maybe made flesh, Jesus!
even in choosing a verse for your family for the com-
Ing year. In hope,
Fr. Craig+

God Squad news
Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2015

This year’s Ash Wednesday program, called “Come
and Journey,” will be for kids in JK to Grade 6.

High school students can earn community service
hours by volunteering.

Letters to the School and a Registration form are avail- ‘ e;
able in the church office.

Please bring your registration forms on Sunday, or
pop them mto the office during the week.

If you would like to volunteer to help prepare for this
event, or participate on the day, please contact Allison
Brooks through the church office 613-836-1001.

“Come and Journey™

B eSUSTISTny

Who is yours?
Sunday February 22 at 9:15 & 11

Come
and
join the quest
In
Rutter Hall

Are you
4 to 12 years old
looking for
adventure, fun
and games?

Let the games begin!
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L_enten reflection

by Johan de Jong

GIVE UP:

Anger - be aware
Bitterness - forgive
Complaining - be grateful
Discouragement - follow hope
Giving up - persevere
Gloom - focus on reality
Gossiping - enlighten
Judgement - understand
Hatred - return good for evil
Jealousy - value all gifts
Negativism - focus on growth
Pessimism - focus on love
Pettiness - mature
Sin - love virtue
Worry - trust

A Response: The original of this good advice appeared
in the Parish Notices of St. Paul’s on Sunday, 23 March
2014. I spent some time reflecting on what my advice
would be in such situations and how I could further
simplify the message given. This 1s what I came up with
for now, but I soon discovered that I might have rephied
differently on a different day, reminding me that one
should never arrive at a conclusion by preconceptions
or momentary thoughts alone, but always weigh mean-
g as it forms n living, emphasizing that being a Chris-
tlan 1s not a matter of identity or choice but simply
walking the Christian path singing the Celtic prayer:

Be the eye of God dwelling with me
The foot of Christ in guidance with me
The shower of the Spirit pouring on me
Richly and generously’

‘Appears in an explanatory leaflet of an Anglican Rosary
made by the Solitaries of DeKoven, in the ECUSA Diocese
of West Texas, USA

Bethesda women’s retreat
February 27-29, 2015

For many years, ladies from St. Paul’s, family and
friends have come together for a weekend retreat.

Once again we have booked Bethesda for February 27,
28 & 29.

An email has been sent to past participants and at the
moment we have room for 3 more.

If you’d like more information please contact Lorna in
the office, 613-836-1001.

F e

Just for fun...
Acts 2:38
A woman had just returned to her home from an eve-
ning of church services, when she was startled by an
mtruder. She caught the man in the act of robbing her
home of its valuables and yelled: 'Stop! Acts 2:38!'
(Repent and be Baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ,
so that your sins may be forgiven.)
The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly
called the police and explained what she had done.
As the officer cuffed the man to take him 1n, he asked
the burglar: "'Why did you just stand there? All the old
lady did was yell a scripture to you.'
'Scripture?' replied the burglar. 'She said she had an axe
and two 38s!'
Send this to someone who needs a laugh today and re-
member: Knowing scripture can save your life - in more
ways than one!

Submitted by Leslie Littlefield




E100 information

by Elizabeth Kennedy

GUEST PREACHER:

On Sunday, January 25th, the Rev. Dr. Barbara Robin-
son from St. Paul's Anglican Church m Brockville
preached at all three services and we were so blessed
to have her with us! Her calm, compassion and mtelli-
gence permeated her sermons and her answers during
the Q&A session. She gladly spent much of the day
with us, and continued to answer questions and to en-
gage 1n discussion even after her coat was on and she
was heading out the door to another commitment in

Brockville.

Now, I am not usually the best person to provide a
synopsis of a sermon, as I usually catch about 10% (at
best), with my attention divided between two children,
trips to the bathroom, dealing with snacks, trying to
quietly answer questions (this week it was “what does
world without end mean?”), but I did focus during the
Q&A session and I was blown away by all of her an-
swers, but one stuck with me. Someone had asked
whether it was better to read the Bible i a small group
or alone. She explained that for her, she 1s able to en-
gage more deeply in study on her own, but that she
equally appreciates the care that she receives through
her small group study. Perhaps I need to extend this
thought to my own expectations of Sunday services.
At this stage in my life, the knowledge that I am retain-
g 1s hmited, but the care that I get 1s abundant.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the lunch-
eon - | know that Barbara greatly appreciated the ef-
fort that went nto it.

YOU CAN STILL SIGN UP!

If you would like to jomn in the E100 Bible reading
challenge 1t 1s not too late to sign-up. Just add your
name to the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board n the
narthex.

LENTEN EDUCATION EVENINGS:

Please join us for Bible reading, Teaching and Fellow-
ship on the six Tuesdays in Lent from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
i Rutter Hall.

February 24

March 3

March 10

March 17

March 24

March 31

All are welcome to attend! Please sign-up in the nar-
thex.

UPCOMING READINGS

O.T.-THE STORY OF JOSEPH
N.T. - THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

February 1 - 7
Sold Into Slavery Gen. 37:1-36
Feeding the 5,000 Luke 9:1-36

February 8 - 14

Prison and Promotion Gen. 39:1-41:57
Walking on Water Matt. 14:22-36
February 15 - 21

10 Brothers Go To Egypt Gen. 42:1-38
Healing a Blind Man  John 9:1-41
February 22 - 28

The Brothers Return Gen. 43:1-44:34
A Demon-Possessed Man ~ Mark 5:1-20

March 1 -7
Joseph’s Identity Gen. 45:1-46:7
Raising of Lazarus John 11:1-57
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Reading with Yoder

by Johan de Jong

“All scripture is mspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God
may be proficient, equipped for every good work.” (2
Timothy 3:16, 17, NRSV)

This essay 1s a personal synthesis of ideas found in a
book by Perry Yoder, Towards Understanding the Bi-
ble-Hermeneutics for Lay People. Perry Yoder is a
Mennonite who reflects on his own extensive back-
ground in reading the Bible. My comments which may
diverge somewhat from his discussion have been
placed between brackets.

I- WHAT IS GOD’S LANGUAGE?

Historically the Bible 1s a complex collection of sepa-
rate texts, which differ in age, language, style and con-
tents. Hence understanding the Bible in part or as a
whole 1s a daunting enterprise, the outcome of which
depends on the attitude and the perspective adopted
by the reader. The first question posed by the author 1s
what mterpretations are legiimate and which ones are
not. And at the outset he dismisses three approaches
towards understanding the Bible: (1) Bias based on
personal 1deas and beliefs; (2) Pars pro Toto - using an
understanding of part of the text as a framework for
understanding the whole of the Book; (3) Literalism -
using the literal meaning of the text as the only mean-
g (which he considers to be just another form of per-
sonal bias).

How then can we hear the Bible rather than listen to
ourselves? And, how can we hear God’s message? In
the tradition of the Church the Bible 1s understood as
a collection of documents, written in the contempo-
rary, common languages of people long past, showing
all 1diosyncrasies of their human authors, but written,
collected and edited under divine guidance. As such,
the Bible can be seen as representing God's interaction
with mankind, a record of the Holy Spirit interacting
with the faithful in history, with the potential of being
'Incarnated’ among the people living now, reading the
text and hearing the message.

Even understanding the Book in this way, does not
necessarily ensure receiving and understanding the di-

vine message. What is needed is a balanced use of rea-
son and faith i reading, mterpreting and understand-
ing the text. Yoder suggests a twofold approach:

(1) Analytic: “a correct method of interpreting the
canon”, a rational, objective analysis of the text, not
influenced by particular religious perspectives or per-
sonal believes, to reveal the editorial intent of the
Book as a whole; finding the intent of the author and
the response of the audience to the text of each sepa-
rate section in the Bible.

(2) Faith-based: finding the editorial unity of the Book
in terms of faith; interpret the meaning of each sepa-
rate section within that unity; and translate the historic
message of God within the present situation, as per-
cewved or experienced by the faithful.

[Yoder's advice 1s directed to individual readers of the
Bible, but it 1s important to remember that for most of
Christian history, the faithful only heard the Bible by
taking part in the liturgy or listening to recitations of
selected parts in a community setting. Within that con-
text there was no problem understanding Scripture, as
Church, culture and community provided the frame-
work for hearing and responding to the message. Hear-
ing the Word of God only became a problem when
society changed and religion became a personal quest.
People gained access to personal Bibles and started
reading the Book outside an ecclesiastical setting, as
they did any other book, and focus on the authenticity
and/or meaning of each separate story. This process of
objectifying the text accelerated when different
‘authentic' translations emerged, soon followed by a
wealth of learned, critical studies, providing different
interpretations of meaning. Yoder's advice on reading
and hearing the words of the Bible is clearly directed
to readers 1n such a situation.]

II- WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY?

Exegesis - Yoder's first task 1s to find a rational way to
understand the text, hear the voice of the author and
test the competing interpretations by the audience as
they are recorded in that text; a construction of mean-
ing from a text by word study and language analysis.

(Continued on page 7)



Duality - Unlike mathematics the correlation between
sound, symbol and meaning in language is very elastic.
All words are essentially metaphors which derive their
meaning from current common use. Language can
convey singular meanings - usually in concise lines lim-
ited to a specific field and using words leaving no
doubt as to their meaning. However, in ancient texts,
language often conveys conventions of meaning, which
are foreign to our current understanding. The ambigui-
ties may not only result from a current misreading of
the text, but could well have been intended by the au-
thor, allowing for several interpretations by the audi-
ence, depending on different perceptions of the situa-
tion sketched and different attitudes of the people in-
volved. In such cases the interpretation of the text will
be different for different groups among the audience.

Intent - What did the original author mean to say? The
original intent of the author of a document has an in-
trinsic duality of its own, since it can only be fully un-
derstood in relation to a particular audience and a par-
ticular situation. As such understanding the text
emerges from an analysis of the author, the audience
and our understanding of the situation. So, in search-
g for the intent of the author, we have to look both at
how the author uses language and how the audience
(or audiences) might have received them.

Meaning - Within the preceding context, understand-
g a text does not necessarily lead to finding its
"meaning’. Yoder suggests that the "meaning” of a text
should be described in two ways: (1) the expectation of
the author 1n relation to an intended audience; and (2)
the "meaning” given to the text by that audience, as de-
duced from their situation and their response as re-
corded in the text. The first is primarily determined by
the written text and the second by our knowledge of
the audience and our understanding of their situation
i terms of their reported response and subsequent
action.

Significance - The “meaning” conveyed by the author
in his text may not be the same as the "meaning" or
what Yoder prefers to call the “significance” given to it
by the audience for whom that text was designed. He
considers the intended “meaning” of the author as
fixed, since it 1s written down and solely defined by the
text. But he considers the “significance”, which is
mainly deduced from the response of the audience as
variable, because 1t depends on the perspective
adopted by a reader in regards to the way in which the
message was given and how the audience reacted to it.

So far the focus of his analysis has been on the
"meaning’ intended by the author in relation to a par-
ticular audience, but within the dialectic understanding
described above, the "meaning" of the text can only be
tully understood by independently establishing the full
“significance” attributed to the text by the audience
hearing, reading and responding to the text. And it 1s at
this stage of the analysis that Yoder considers the use
of pertinent information outside the text.

III - UNDERSTANDING "MEANING"

Hermeneutics - Misunderstanding the “meaning” of a
text 1s most likely the result from preconceived ideas
about the “significance” of the text. Hence a correct
Interpretation may require careful consideration of all
available data on the audience and the situation under
which the communication took place external to the
text. So, for the next phase of analysis Yoder uses a
process of understanding a text which focuses on goals,
applies data which may be external to the text, and vali-
dates the results in terms of the resulting understanding
of the text. Now he 1s not interested in the details pro-
vided by exegesis but in the results of all the methods
of analysis used towards reaching a set goal: validating
the historic setting of the text and finding a most plausi-
ble "meaning" for the text. In comparing the text to
data from other sources, careful attention should be
given to: (1) the conventions of the language used in
the text; (2) the historic context within which the text
was written, consider all possible situations that may
have influenced the author and audience; and (3) 1den-
tify pre-suppositions the author may have had in writ-
g the text.

Yoder suggests three types of external information that
might provide the right kind of data for interpreting a
biblical text: (1) the historical context as identified by
unbiased research on the geography, society, culture
and language used at the time of writing the text; (2)
the composition of the language used in the text within
the context of other literature found in contemporary
texts; and (3) the possible motivations the author may
have had for writing the text at that particular time. By
using these three approaches in conjunction with each
other one may arrive at a most likely fit, providing a
plausible setting within which the document could have
been written.

[It 1s important to note that “understanding” derived
from external sources, as listed in the preceding analy-
(Continued on page 8)
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sis has changed over time; and that the value of the data
generated has to be carefully considered due to the as-
sumptions, goals and criteria used by the academic dis-
ciplines that produced the data. Although all these dif-
ferent methods of analyses may sound bewildering, the
good news 1s that most of it has been done for us. Dur-
ing the 20th century, understanding the text of the Bible
has been greatly facilitated by several new translations of
the Bible under the umbrella of most main-line
churches and has resulted in the publication of a variety
of excellent Annotated-, Study- and Reference Bibles,
providing condensed, pertinent and up-to-date informa-
tion from the rich supply of Biblical research, which 1s
usually complimentary and seldom contradictory. Hur-
ray!]

[Yet Yoder's review 1s still of value because it empha-
sizes that the Bible has never been an oracle in the
Greek tradition of Delphi, giving cryptic answers to vex-
ing personal or public questions. The divine message
always emerges as a concrete resolution from an inten-
sive dialogue between God and mankind. Reading the
Bible is like praying to God, a communication often
resembling a struggle, taking place in the mind of read-
ers, at two interacting levels: first, generating a full un-
derstanding in mind and heart of how God interacted
with his people in history; and, secondly an mner trans-
formation of the readers resulting from hearing the his-
toric message and applying it to their present situation.]

IV - UNDERSTANDING IN FAITH

Understanding the Bible has been discussed as an ob-
jective process to understand the "meaning' and the
"significance” of a text within the context of an unbiased
neutral perspective. The question that arises now 1s how
does a person of faith read the Bible differently than
one without faith? One answer is that the faithful read
the Book primarily as a divinely mspired perspective on
the human condition and a guide for living life, while a
person without faith may read the Bible in terms of one
or more of the analytic perspectives discussed above ...
folklore, history or literature. Another 1s, that within the
context of a religious community, people read the Bible
primarily as a source of personal and community re-
newal by sharing a common understanding of the Bible
as a document of divine experiences collected by peo-
ple of faith throughout the history, which provides a
timeless framework for finding the right path m life for
present and future generations.

As an object the Bible 1s just a book written over a long

period of time, but valued and used within the context
of a community of faith the document becomes the
“Living Word”, a vehicle for the work of the Holy Spirit
in their midst. By reading the book, the faithful create a
situation pregnant with new initiatives, personal change,
commitment and action. Yoder suggests that personal
commitment, action and behavioural change among
members of the faithful are the most significant indica-
tors of a full "hearing", a full understanding of the spiri-
tual meaning and significance of text within the Bible.

[As a religious canon the Book has no intrinsic author-
ity of its own, except that the individual writings were
born in communities of faith, first among the exiled
people of Judea, then followed by persecuted Chris-
tians, and finally the documents were collected, authen-
ticated and adopted as a canon by emerging religious
msttutions, such as the Church and Rabbinical Juda-
1sm, and brought forward into the future to remain alive
in the ongoing search for divine meaning by the faithful
up to the present time. In this search the authority of
the Bible is renewed in an ongoing dialectic between
author, audience and situation. In order to understand
the continuing dynamics of this process, full weight
should be given to the role of each of the three ele-
ments in this process.]

[The “Word of God” is a metaphor which stresses the
role of the divine author of the Bible to the exclusion of
the human audience. By making the author the sole
authority this term fails to recognize the process of mu-
tual exchange by which divine inspiration and faith are
born and sustained. Not surprisingly the same term has
often been used to strengthen the role of the institu-
tional Church by limiting or controlling the interpreta-
tion of the document by the faithful. In contrast the
term “writings inspired by God” fully recognizes the
human context within which God was experienced, the
documents were written and continue to be read, evalu-
ated and selected as part of the Canon. The "Word'
arose 1n history from the communications of God with
selected communities of faith. This work of inspired
authors and editors, as well as the ongoing efforts of
human audiences receiving, collecting, preserving and
using these writings, thereby keeping them alive over
the centuries, could not have existed outside communi-
ties of faith.]

Towards Understanding the Bible-Hermeneutics for Lay People
Perry B. Yoder, Faith & Life Press, Newton, Kansas: 1990
Read & Interpreted by Johan de Jong, 28-12-2014



St. Paul’s Agora

Do you have something
you would like to sell,
trade, or give away?

There may be someone

in our parish looking
for that very thing!

your ad to: cornerstone@stpaulshk.org

CONDO APARTMENT FOR SALE
The Atriums, 960 Teron Road

One of the few 3-bedroom units i the building. It has
2 full bathrooms and a solarium. The solartum looks
out over the garden area at the back of the building.
The building has an outdoor pool, hot tub and tennis

court. F 3 -
Asking $285,000. 3 i

Immediate occupancy.
Contact Jill Kuhlman at

613-599-4633. A
AIR CANADA @
SAVE $$$ ON AIRFARE

Selling $250 Air Canada Gift Card for $199

Activate it, register it with your name, and it’s $250 off
your next air ticket, easy-peasy. Fully transferable, valid
at all designated locations.

Call April Forsberg at (613) 271-8249.

55 Plus Aquafitness

Proeram I
|

Aquafitness Program available Monday to Friday
Call for more information about Class Times and Availability.

Classes held daily at the: ~ THE lQAu. ( \) | 2R -_-x
The Royale Retirement Residence g wER
Call Dianne Cox 613-795-7453 CALA Certified Instructor
to book your class Certified Zumba Instructor

CCAA Centified Sr.’s Fitness Instructor

-

Cartoon by Cuyler Black, submitted by Darell Small

“# | RBC Wealth Management
21 | Dominion Securities

Professional weaith management since

Melissa Clark, CFP, CSWP
Investment Advisor & Financial Planner

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
333 Preston Street

Suite 1100
Ottawa, ON KiSSha Tel:  613-564-4221
melissa.clark@rbc.com Fax: 613-564-4801

melissaclarkandassociates.ca 1800 267-7680

< BHM_—

Bradley Hiscock McCracken

Richard K. Bradley
B.A., LL.B.

Business Law

Lawyers Wills and Estates

Real Estate

Phone: 613 825 4585, ext. 111
Fax: 613 825 5101

1581 Greenbank Road
Ottawa, Ontario K2J 4Yé

rbradley@hmlaw.ca
www.bhmlaw.ca
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BRIDLEWOOD &8 TRAILS

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

¥ RIVERSTONE

A COMPLETE CONTINUUM OF CARE

The PEACE OF MIND You're Looking For

OFFERING INDEPENDENT LIVING
RESIDENTIAL CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING

480 Brigitta Street

bridiewoodreSrementoom

613.595.1116

WAL

2848 Carp Rd. , Carp, ON, KOA 110

Tel: 613-836-9091
Fax: 613-836-9625

Eric Anderson
Marc Charbonneau

Loaner Cars & Shuttle

Independently Owned & Operated Service Available

Dan Cowley

Owner

290 Rideau St. (at King Edward) 320 Eagleson Rd. (The Annex Mall)
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 5Y3 Kanata, Ontario, K2M 1C9
(613) 241-6382 (613) 599-6300
doncherrys290@rogers.com doncherrys320@rogers.com

Phase N

FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES

Faye Lavergne

613-253-7476

Sarah Baldwin

e

A

s oy |
s:l‘)‘aldwmac‘hartwelhcom gHARTwe“
Kanata, ON K2M 384 STONEHA\/EN

cHArTwell.com retirement residence

[f you are paying more than
$25.00/month for a home telephone

You are probably paying to much!

William Colls & Associates
WilliamCollsAssoc.ca
613 509 1304

Requires high speed internet connection — not included

David Gilbert

EcoSys Holistic Wellness Center

2338 Riley Ave

Ottawa ON. K2C1J9

613-747-5458, 800-361-1370
Wellness@david-gilbert.com
www.EcoSysHolisticWellnessCenter.com
www.ecosys.mediconsult.tv

R

= » |
50 Plus Aquafitness Fi(“ ;)f\]
Program \mw‘ o
ay———a 4

Aquafitness Program available Monday to Friday

Call for more information about Class Times and Availability.

Classes held daily at the: ©= THE ROvALE
The Royale Retirement Residence
Call Dianne Cox 613-795-7453

to book your class

CALA Certified Instructor
CCAA Certified Sr."s Fitness Instructor

Orttawa

City of Ottawa

110 Lawrier Averne West

Ottawa, ON K1P 101

tel.: (613) 580-2752

Alan HubleyBottawa.ca

www CouncillorllanHubley.ca

O @allanhubley 23 @ allan.hubley.5

ALLAN HUBLEY CounciLor, KANATA SOUTH WARD
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